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mutiny at their head-quarters, the sepoys in Gorruck-
pore became most villanously inclined. The proximity
of the city to Oude was an additional source of danger.
On the arrival of six regiments of Goorkhas from
Nepal, the sepoys were disarmed, and shortly after
they all disappeared with the exception of about fifty-
men. As only eight hundred Goorkhas were to be
left in Gorruckpore, the local authorities, thinking the
force totally insufficient for the defence of the place,
deemed it expedient to abandon the station. They all
departed, with the entire body of the Goorkhas, for
Azirnghur and Jaunpore; first making over the station
and district to the care of several loyal rajahs, who
promised to do their best to protect both, and to pre-
serve them in order. It was necessary that Mr Stern,
if he had the least desire of saving his life, should
accompany the other residents. There was no second
course open to him, for it would have been sheer
madness to remain behind. It must have been with a
sad spirit that the missionary quitted the scene of his
labours, which in all probability was speedily to be
spoliated by the ruthless hand of a cruel enemy.
How painful, too, must it have been to bid adieu to the
native Christians, especially as, the future appeared so
dark and threatening. Truly this was a moment to
try the steadfastness of the bravest heart. Before leav-
ing, Mr Stern placed the native Christians under the
protection of a rajah in the neighbourhood, who had
always displayed a friendly feeling towards the mission.
The rajah was promised the reward of a year's relief